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HONORING JACK KEMP 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 6, 2009 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I support H. Res. 
401, which honors the legacy of former Rep-
resentative Jack Kemp. I became friends with 
Jack when we served together in the House of 
Representatives from 1976 to 1985. Our 
friendship was based on our shared conviction 
that low taxes and sound monetary policy are 
essential to liberty and prosperity. 

Jack is probably best known for the key role 
he played in the ‘‘supply side revolution’’ that 
led to the tax rate reductions of the early 
eighties. However, what I most remember 
about Jack was that he was one of the few 
politicians I have met who understood how fiat 
money harms Americans. Jack was pas-
sionate about reforming monetary policy so 
America would again have, as Jack memo-
rably put it, a ‘‘dollar as good as gold.’’ It was 
largely due to Jack’s efforts that the Repub-
lican Party platform of 1980 endorsed a return 
to the gold standard. Jack’s support was in-
strumental in me being named to the U.S. 
Gold Commission in 1982. While I was not al-
ways in total agreement with Jack’s views on 
monetary policy, I always appreciated his in-
terest in the issue. 

In his later years, Jack was critical of the 
idea that the best way to promote human lib-
erty was through an aggressively militaristic 
foreign policy. In his 1996 campaign for Vice 
President, Jack attacked the Clinton Adminis-
tration’s aggressive foreign policy, famously 
quipping that the United States government 
should not ‘‘bomb before breakfast.’’ In my last 
conversation with Jack, he shared with me his 
opposition to the Iraq war. 

In conclusion, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H. Res. 401 and honor the best of Jack 
Kemp’s legacy by working for low taxes, 
sound money, and a sensible foreign policy. 

f 

HONORING CHRISTI MORSE 
GILBERT 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Christi Morse Gilbert 
for receiving the National Childcare Provider 
Award. Christi was honored today in the na-
tion’s capital for her unwavering commitment 
in providing high quality childcare services to 
needy children. 

As an educator, Christi was keen on under-
standing the disparities that existed amongst 
young children who struggled when they 
began grade school. To address this problem, 
she quit her job as an elementary school 
teacher to become a childcare services pro-
vider for children under the age of five. Her 
work focuses on preparing her charges with 
the cognitive, social, emotional and physical 
skills that they need to be productive. 

In order to achieve this goal, Christi has de-
signed a dynamic curriculum that introduces 
children to the basics of mathematics and the 

sciences through fun experiments and hands- 
on activities. She has exposed her pupils to 
the different cultures around the world through 
music and other extracurricular activities. 

Christi is an accomplished woman who has 
opened her home and her heart to Indianap-
olis area families, so that our children are able 
to grow and learn in a nurturing environment. 
I applaud her for her dedication to ensuring 
that the needs of young children are met. 

Madam Speaker and esteemed colleagues, 
I urge you to join me in thanking Christi Morse 
Gilbert for her ceaseless efforts as an educa-
tor and childcare provider. 

f 

TAIWAN 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I am delighted 
to learn that the Republic of China (Taiwan) 
has now been invited to participate in this 
year’s World Health Assembly meetings in Ge-
neva. With the rapid spread of infectious dis-
eases around the globe, Taiwan should have 
been included in the global health network a 
long time ago. Also, my best wishes to Presi-
dent Ma Ying-jeou on his first anniversary in 
office this May 20th. 

I hope that Taiwan will soon be able to par-
ticipate meaningfully in the activities of all 
United Nations specialized agencies. Taiwan’s 
international participation will most certainly 
encourage even faster cross-strait dialogue 
and permanent peace in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. 

Madam Speaker, congratulations to the peo-
ple of Taiwan and to their president Mr. Ma 
Ying-jeou on this important diplomatic break-
through. This is Taiwan’s first participation in a 
formal United Nations activity since 1971 
when it withdrew from the United Nations. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘SECURITY 
AND FAIRNESS ENHANCEMENT 
(SAFE) FOR AMERICA ACT’’ 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the bipartisan ‘‘Security and 
Fairness Enhancement (SAFE) for America 
Act.’’ This much-needed legislation eliminates 
the controversial visa lottery program, through 
which 50,000 aliens are chosen at random to 
come and live permanently in the United 
States based on pure luck. The visa lottery 
program threatens national security, results in 
the unfair administration of our nation’s immi-
gration laws, and encourages a cottage indus-
try for fraudulent opportunists. 

Because winners of the visa lottery are cho-
sen at random, the visa lottery program pre-
sents a serious national security threat. A per-
fect example of the system gone awry is the 
case of Hesham Mohamed Ali Hedayet, the 
Egyptian national who killed two and wounded 
three during a shooting spree at Los Angeles 
International Airport in July of 2002. He was 
allowed to apply for lawful permanent resident 

status in 1997 because of his wife’s status as 
a visa lottery winner. 

The State Department’s Inspector General 
has even weighed in on the national security 
threat posed by the visa lottery program. Dur-
ing testimony before the House Committee on 
the Judiciary, the Office of Inspector General 
stated that the Office ‘‘continues to believe 
that the diversity visa program contains signifi-
cant risks to national security from hostile in-
telligence officers, criminals, and terrorists at-
tempting to use the program for entry into the 
United States as permanent residents.’’ 

Even if improvements were made to the 
visa lottery program, nothing would prevent 
terrorist organizations or foreign intelligence 
agencies from planting members in the U.S. 
by having those members apply for the pro-
gram. As long as those individuals do not 
have previous criminal backgrounds, these 
types of organized efforts would never be de-
tected, even if significant background checks 
and counter-fraud measures were enacted 
within the program. 

Usually, immigrant visas are issued to for-
eign nationals that have existing connections 
with family members lawfully residing in the 
United States or with U.S. employers. These 
types of relationships help ensure that immi-
grants entering our country have a stake in 
continuing America’s success and have need-
ed skills to contribute to our nation’s economy. 
However, under the visa lottery program, visas 
are awarded to immigrants at random without 
meeting such criteria. 

In addition, the visa lottery program is unfair 
to immigrants who comply with the United 
States’ immigration laws. The visa lottery pro-
gram does not expressly prohibit illegal aliens 
from applying to receive visas through the pro-
gram. Thus, the program treats foreign nation-
als that comply with our laws the same as 
those that blatantly violate our laws. In addi-
tion, most family-sponsored immigrants cur-
rently face a wait of years to obtain visas, yet 
the lottery program pushes 50,000 random im-
migrants with no particular family ties, job 
skills or education ahead of these family and 
employer-sponsored immigrants each year 
with relatively no wait. This sends the wrong 
message to those who wish to enter our great 
country and to the international community as 
a whole. 

Furthermore, the visa lottery program is 
wrought with fraud. A report released by the 
Center for Immigration Studies states that it is 
commonplace for foreign nationals to apply for 
the lottery program multiple times using many 
different aliases. In addition, the visa lottery 
program has spawned a cottage industry fea-
turing sponsors in the U.S. who falsely prom-
ise success to applicants in exchange for 
large sums of money. Ill-informed foreign na-
tionals are willing to pay top dollar for the 
‘‘guarantee’’ of lawful permanent resident sta-
tus in the U.S. 

The State Department’s Office of Inspector 
General confirms these allegations of wide-
spread fraud in a September 2003 report. 
Specifically, the report states that the visa lot-
tery program is ‘‘subject to widespread abuse’’ 
and that ‘‘identity fraud is endemic, and fraud-
ulent documents are commonplace.’’ Further-
more, the report also reveals that the State 
Department found that 364,000 duplicate ap-
plications were detected in the 2003 visa lot-
tery alone. 
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In addition, the visa lottery program is by its 

very nature discriminatory. The complex for-
mula for assigning visas under the program 
arbitrarily disqualifies natives from countries 
that send more than 50,000 immigrants to the 
U.S. within a five-year period, which excludes 
nationals from countries such as Mexico, Can-
ada, China and others. 

The visa lottery program represents what is 
wrong with our country’s immigration system. 
My legislation would eliminate the visa lottery 
program. The removal of this controversial 
program will help ensure our nation’s security, 
make the administration of our immigration 
laws more consistent and fair, and help re-
duce immigration fraud and opportunism. 

f 

S. 386, THE FRAUD ENFORCEMENT 
AND RECOVERY ACT OF 2009 

HON. JOHN S. TANNER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of S. 386, the Fraud Enforcement and 
Recovery Act of 2009, particularly language 
strengthening the provisions of the False 
Claims Act. At a time when the U.S. Govern-
ment is spending hundreds of billions of dol-
lars to jump start our faltering economy, we 
need to reassure the American people that we 
will have a ‘‘zero tolerance’’ approach to fraud. 
It is important that we honor taxpayer dollars 
as if they were our own. 

In January of this year, the House passed 
H. Res. 40, which I sponsored. This resolu-
tion, now part of the House rules, requires 
each House committee to conduct at least 
three hearings a year on the topic of waste, 
fraud, abuse and mismanagement in the 
agencies under the committee’s jurisdiction. It 
puts in place a systematic mechanism for reg-
ular oversight. 

S. 386 complements and parallels the intent 
of H. Res. 40, with key provisions to bolster 
the False Claims Act. The False Claims Act 
was first signed into law in 1863, as President 
Lincoln sought to combat fraud against the 
United States during the Civil War. It allows 
private individuals to bring lawsuits on behalf 
of the United States, in order to recover funds 
that were wrongfully obtained through fraud. In 
1986, the statute was amended. 

In the 20-plus years since the False Claims 
Act was last amended, however, many federal 
courts around the country have misinterpreted 
and weakened the statute, making it more dif-
ficult for private citizens and the government 
to expose and prosecute fraud against the 
United States. Today, as our country is in the 
midst of two wars and faces the worst eco-
nomic crisis that most of us have ever lived 
through, fraud against the government is again 
on the rise; the time has come to strengthen 
the False Claims Act once more. S. 386 does 
just that. 

Mr. Speaker, the False Claims Act is the 
Federal Government’s most effective tool to 
combat fraud. At a time when additional gov-
ernment funds are exposed to potential fraud, 
the American taxpayers need to be assured 
that their money is not being mismanaged. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill and 
reaffirm their commitment to the American tax-
payers. 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE VILLAGE OF 
OAK LAWN, ILLINOIS 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Village of Oak Lawn, Illinois as it 
celebrates its centennial. Throughout its his-
tory, the Village of Oak Lawn has strived to 
embody the best qualities of its residents, and 
in doing so has served commendably as a 
great place to work, shop, raise a family, and 
retire. 

Beginning with its first settler in 1842, the 
Village of Oak Lawn has prospered through 
the years. Symbolic of the ever-expanding 
United States, 1881 saw the laying of the rail-
road tracks that connected the area to the 
world. The railroad and the subsequent rail-
way stations, telegraph office, and post office 
laid the groundwork for a population that grew 
to include churches, schools, and 300 resi-
dents by the early 1900’s. Oak Lawn’s grow-
ing population, coupled with concerns about 
autonomy from the City of Chicago and the 
promise of a much-desired gas pipe, moti-
vated the Village to incorporate in 1909. The 
hard work of the men and women of Oak 
Lawn led to the development of a fire depart-
ment, library, park district and more schools 
by the mid 1940’s. Village population boomed 
to 27,000 by the 1960’s, only to have Oak 
Lawn rocked by a major tornado in 1967. 
Undeterred by that devastating event, Oak 
Lawn grew to its current size of 57,000 by the 
1970’s. 

Today, the Village of Oak Lawn is a suc-
cessful, bustling community well-positioned to 
continue its prosperity in the 21st century. The 
Village employs 400 people in an official ca-
pacity and boasts a fantastic parks system, a 
state of the art library, and over 300 acres of 
parks and recreational facilities. Oak Lawn’s 
excellent education system lays the ground-
work for the success and development of fu-
ture generations, boasting many excellent 
public schools and five Catholic grammar 
schools. Advocate Christ Medical Center and 
Hope Children’s Hospital are located in Oak 
Lawn, providing some of the most acclaimed 
pediatrics, cardiology, surgical services, oncol-
ogy, women’s services and emergency medi-
cine in the area. And the Children’s Museum 
in Oak Lawn serves countless children from 
across the region who come to learn, grow, 
and have fun. 

From the first resident in 1842 to the current 
57,000 residents, citizens of the Village of Oak 
Lawn have shown grit, determination, and a 
commitment to excellence and have continued 
to grow a vibrant community in suburban Cook 
County. 

I am proud to have in the 3rd District of Illi-
nois such a strong example of what makes the 
United States great. May these first one hun-
dred years be only the beginning. I ask my 
colleagues to rise with me to recognize the 
history and achievements of the residents of 
Oak Lawn as the Village celebrates its centen-
nial anniversary. 

HONORING DANIEL AND KIM 
IRWIN FOR THEIR WORK WITH 
THE FAISON SCHOOL—AUTISM 
CENTER OF VIRGINIA 

HON. ERIC CANTOR 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. CANTOR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Daniel and Kim Irwin and their work 
with the Faison School—Autism Center of Vir-
ginia. 

This month Mr. and Mrs. Irwin were honored 
with a CARE Award honoring the significant 
contributions they have made in the education 
of America’s youth. Their dedication to chil-
dren with autism and to the Faison School can 
be seen in their ongoing professional growth 
and the tremendous success of their students. 

Dan and Kim both started at the Faison 
School over 5 years ago. During this time they 
both obtained teacher certifications, board cer-
tifications in behavior analysis, and even mas-
ter’s degrees. Over the course of this time 
they became engaged, then married, and are 
now expecting their first child. 

The Irwins have been an integral part of the 
school’s growth and have helped to teach 
many children with autism to become success-
ful learners, better communicators, and inde-
pendent thinkers. In fact, the work they are 
doing goes a long way in making a difference 
in the lives of children with autism. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
congratulating the Irwins and wishing them all 
the best in their future. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE VETERANS 
HOME LOAN IMPROVEMENT ACT 
OF 2009 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today 
I am introducing the bipartisan ‘‘Veterans 
Home Loan Improvement Act of 2009’’ along 
with Reps. BOB FILNER (CA), SUSAN DAVIS 
(CA), KURT SCHRADER (OR), GREG WALDEN 
(OR) PETER DEFAZIO (OR), DAVID WU (OR), 
RON KIND (WI), STEVE KAGEN (WI), AL GREEN 
(TX), and DON YOUNG (AK). Together we rep-
resent each of the states that would benefit 
from an expansion of the Qualified Veterans 
Mortgage Bond program. 

This program was originally created after 
World War II to promote homeownership 
among our returning troops. Together, our 
states offer veterans mortgage loans at more 
favorable interest rates as a reward for their 
service to our nation. As part of a comprehen-
sive review of veterans’ services in the state 
of Oregon, the Oregon Governor’s Veterans 
Task Force recommended a further expansion 
of this highly effective program. 

This Act is based on one particularly timely 
recommendation to expand eligibility for our 
state programs and bring affordable mort-
gages to an additional 264,000 veterans. I 
look forward to continuing to work on behalf of 
Oregon and the nation’s veterans to ensure 
that we provide the best possible quality of 
care and service. 
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